FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
U.K Beach Lifeguards launch ‘Return to Shore’
campaign to ensure that beaches are safely
patrolled once lockdown restrictions are lifted.
‘Return to Shore’ is spearheaded by ‘The U.K Lifeguard Solidarity Group’ - a collective of
over 600 professional lifeguards who want to ensure there is no delay in relaunching a
comprehensive lifeguard service once current restrictions are lifted.
Beach lifeguards provide a crucial lifesaving service for many coastal communities, including
those whose incomes are reliant on tourism. Since lifeguard operations were halted as a
result of the lockdown - Lifeguards across the country have been seeking inclusion in the
governments job retention scheme (furlough).
There is concern that any delay in relaunching this lifesaving service could threaten lives
and put undue pressure on other stretched emergency services.

Tom Houghton (RNLI Senior Lifeguard,
Newquay) says:
“Our safety critical role will need to resume immediately once restrictions are lifted in order
to prevent loss of life. This is the purpose of furlough, to protect essential jobs services and
let them resume swiftly once the restrictions lift.”
The Government have formally recognised lifeguards roles as ‘crucial’ but have made no
provision to protect it. As such many qualiﬁed and experienced lifeguards have been
forced into hardship by lack of government support and extremely restricted jobs market.
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‘Return to Shore’ is a positive, community focused
campaign designed to highlight the important lifesaving
role that lifeguards perform in coastal communities.

Arran Bluck (RNLI Senior Lifeguard,
Wales) says:
“We are asking people who agree with the need for the best possible lifeguard service to
resume immediately, to sign our petition (link in notes) and contact their MPs urging them to
protect their constituents and the welfare of the lifeguards and dependent families.
We need to ensure lifeguards can #RETURNTOSHORE and deliver their lifesaving work once
restrictions are lifted.”

Pete Geall (RNLI Senior Lifeguard,
West Cornwall) says:
“We want to be there to keep people safe at the beaches when restrictions lift. Lifeguarding
is a source of pride, identity and sole ﬁnancial income for over 1500 lifeguards nationally.
Keeping people safe around our beautiful coastline is our priority - we want to help our
communities recover.”
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NOTES:
www.returntoshore.org (for more info)
Petition URL:
www.change.org/returntoshore
Further Contact:
Tom Houghton / Pete Geall
info@returntoshore.org

.

For technical information please
request from the RNLI Media Dept.

